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SOUTHESTERN  AREA  COTTON  QUALITY  REPORT  FOR   GINNINGS  THROUGH  AUGUST  31,    1 5  US 

Harvesting  of  the  i 9 US  cotton  crop  is  making  very  rapid  progress  throughout  the  Southeastern  States.  Generally 
fair  and  hot  weather  prevailed  over  the  Southeast  during  the  latter  part  of  August,  which  accounted  for  rapid 
opening  of  much  of  the  crop.    ginning   operations  are  now  advancing  rapidly  over  much  of  the  later  sections  and 
are  near  1 ng  seasonal  peak  in  the  earlier  sections. 

GRADE :    Early  ginnings  of  this  year's  crop  were  mostly  of  high  grade,  averaging  higher  than  the  good  record  of 
last  year  in  georgia. and  the  carolinas.    in  alabama ,  however,  graces  averaged  a  little  lower  than  at  this  time 
a  year  ago.    middling  was  the  predominant  grade  in  each  of  the  states,  with  significant  proportions  of  strict 
Middling  reported  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina.    In  Nokth  Carolina  83  percent  was  Middling,  61  percent  in  South 
Carolina,  h6  percent  in  Alabama,  and  3]  percent  in- Georgia,    an  unusually  large  proportion,  28  percent,  was 
St^Ilt  middling  and  higher  in  Georgia  against  10  percent  in  North  Carolina,  and  about  5  percent  in  Alabama  and 
South  Carolina. 

STAPLE:    The  staple  length  of  cotton  ginned  prior  to  September  1  this  season  averaged  longer  than  a  year  ago  in 
Alabama  and  Georgia  and  was  unchanged  in  South  Carolina.    The  average  length  this  season  was  slightly  longer  than 
1  inch  in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  was  1-1/32  inches  or  longer  in  North  and  South  Carolina.    Practically  all 
cotton  ginned  thus  far  this  season  was  1  inch  and  longer  in  staple  in  the  Carolinas.    About  17  percent  of  ginnings 
in  Georgia  was  shorter  than  1  inch  in  staple  and  in  Alabama  9  percent  was  of  the  shorter  lengths.    The  longer 
lengths,  1-1/16  inches  and  longer  represented  51  percent  of  ginnings  in  North  Carolina,  23  fercent  in  S'-wth  Caro- 
lina, 17  percent  in  Alabama,  and  |0  percent  in  Georgia. 

GINNINGS:,   Cotton  ginned  prior  to  September  1  this  season  was  from  two  to  four  times  the  quantity  ginned  to  this 
date  last  season  in  each  of  the  Southeastern  States,  as  can  be  observed  from  the  following  table: 
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As  reported  by  the  ' Bureau  of  the  Census  in  running  bales. 
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